The teaching of science in its social context is demanding our attention increasingly, both nationally and internationally. However, in the first flood of enthusiasm it is easy to lose sight of our educational aims and processes. We need to be clear in our own minds about our motives for adopting this broader approach and the challenge it will present to us and our current teaching methods.
To show the human face of science and its relevance in our classroom teaching is a praiseworthy aim but, however welcome, for many science teachers this will involve a change of style from convergent methods to the more divergent methods characteristic of Arts subjects. The skills one uses as a citizen in the outside world do not necessarily transfer directly into the classroom. As science teachers we will need strategies and skills for dealing with discussion on controversial issues; as "Society teachers" we will need strategies and skills for dealing with scientific data, evidence and prediction.
For each of us there will be the need to combine the "softness" of feelings with the "hardness" of scientific knowledge. One teacher
